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ATTACHMENT 2 – TABLE OF OFFICER COMMENTS 
 

Proposed Provision Comment 

PART 1 

Preliminary 

 

• The use of terminology derived from Building Act 2016 where 
emphasis is on enforcement by Planning Authorities is 
confusing. 

• The definition of ‘applicable’ and ‘excluded’ premises should 
align with existing terminology in planning schemes ie rather 
than “for occupation as a residence” say “for approval for 
residential use”. 

• To show alignment with Planning Directive should the Bill be 
the “Visitor Accommodation Bill 2018.” 

• The definition of relevant permit- as it relates to LUPAA 
provisions terminology should match directive ie authorising 
for visitor accommodation. 

PART 1 
S3 (1) ‘excluded premises’  

• Requires documentation indicating that a permit is not 
required – Planning Authorities could start receiving many 
requests seeking a formal letter indicating that a planning 
permit is not required this could be resource intensive and so 
will need to be a service which is charged. 

 

PART 2 
Provision and use of 
information in relation to 
short stay premises. 

• Without the proposed regulations it is difficult to ascertain 
who is to administer this process.  A simple internet search 
shows many and varied provider sites which will need to 
rework their websites. 

• If a Planning authority is required to check platforms for 
compliance what form is the display of information that is 
required?  Regulations should specify this as some are 
international platforms.  

• Note booking platform providers are more accountable for 
failure to display information than short stay accommodation 
providers are to provide information.  Suggest both parties 
should be equally accountable. 

 

PART 2 
5(4) 

• Transitional provisions are agreed as necessary however the 
volume of operators seeking to make use of this “amnesty 
time” to obtain the relevant information for display (a permit 
or exemption) will create a significant influx of requests to 
Planning Authorities. 

PART 2 
8 

• This allows the Director Building Control to provide the 
information to the Permit Authority for the purposes of 
enforcement – in what format will Planning Authorities receive 
this information, for example in a list of sites with or without 
permits?  Will Planning Authorities be obliged to check to see if 
they have the right permit details, or if they need a permit, or 
if they have clearly indicated they are an ‘excluded premises’ 
etc? 
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• This is potentially a lot of work – are Planning Authorities 
obliged to check for a breach only if someone makes a specific 
complaint – is it the intention that Council will be directed to 
interrogate the supplied information and investigate all 
premises that have not supplied information to the booking 
platform provider? 

• Even if the Director of Building Control filters this work – they 
are going to need the permit information from Planning 
Authorities to verify the information supplied by the short stay 
premises provider). 

• There is no detail in this Bill or indication how this process is 
anticipated to occur – it is difficult for Council to provide 
comment on this Bill without first understanding what the 
enforcement process will be and the likely impact on 
resources. 

•  

General comments • Aside from the impact on planning resources it is unclear if this 
proposed legislation is likely to create consequential demands 
on other Council resources, for example additional work under 
the Building Act 2016. 

• This legislation is likely to create enforcement expectations 
from already compliant providers.  It is unclear what the 
quantum of this additional work would be. 
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